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*This booklet is designed to inform and support our school community as we adapt to our 
new context. It is a ‘living document’ and as such is subject to change based on our needs and 
or the most up to date HSE advice. (last updated August 2021) 
 
*It would be most helpful if you could discuss the contents of this booklet with your daughter 
in advance of arrival. Once in school, we will share the contents of this booklet with our 
students through our Pastoral Team. 
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‘We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.’ Martin Luther King 
 
 
Dear all,  
 
We have never been more eager to re-open our doors and welcome our staff and students back into 
our community.  Our main priority in re-opening and remaining open is and will be the health and 
safety of our school community. Following that, we will continue to ensure the provision of a robust 
and enlivening educational experience, filtered through the prism of our Loreto ethos in this new 
context. 
 
We encourage our girls to foster skills that are needed now more than ever; to be adaptable, 
innovative and flexible. Never has it been more important for us to lead in this way in order to travel 
this unchartered territory together, following our roadmap as outlined in this document. 
 
The following response plan is adapted from the Government’s ‘Roadmap for the Re-opening of 
Schools’ in the context of Loreto High School Beaufort. It is a living document which will remain under 
review and may need to be adapted and changed in accordance with our needs at present or those 
which may arise in the future (last updated August 2021). As indicated on page 14 of our document, 
it is underpinned by the following principles: 

§ A sense of safety 
§ A sense of calm 
§ A sense of belonging and connectedness to school 
§ A sense of ‘can do’ working together as a community 
§ A sense of hope 

Whilst this document outlines both preventative and reactive measures, we are mindful of maintaining 
a balanced approach so that students can settle back happily to school. The necessity to both be 
practical whilst still enabling students to enjoy their learning is highlighted as a key challenge by the 
Department of Education in the current context, and one we aim to overcome; “One of the key 
challenges for schools during this pandemic is to balance the need for a practical and sensible level of 
caution with the need to provide a supportive environment for pupils and where teachers feel able to 
engage with pupils in a way that supports their learning.”  

We will at all times aim to be practical, sensible, balanced; empathetic, understanding and supportive 
throughout our journey together. 

Our students have inspired us in the last academic year in terms of their resilience, perseverance and 
sense of hope. We will continue to match their resilience with ours, their sense of hope with ours. In 
the words of Martin Luther King, “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” 

I wish to thank all our staff, inside and outside our classrooms,  for their unwavering work and support 
up until now and also to you our parents for your extensions of gratitude shared with our staff and 
for your offers of support and assistance. 

We look forward to being and working with our school community for the upcoming academic year 
and will remain in regular contact each step along the way. 

Kindest regards, 

Aoife Kavanagh,  

Principal Loreto High School 
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COVID-19 Policy Statement – Loreto High School Beaufort         August 2021 

Loreto High School Beaufort is committed to providing a safe and healthy workplace for all 
our staff and a safe learning environment for all our students. To ensure that, we have 
developed the following COVID-19 Response Plan. The BOM and all school staff are 
responsible for the implementation of this plan and a combined effort will help contain the 
spread of the virus. We will: 

• continue to monitor our COVID-19 response and amend this plan in consultation with 
our staff 

• provide up to date information to our staff and students on the Public Health advice 
issued by the HSE and Gov.ie  

• display information on the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 and correct hand-
washing techniques  

• agree with staff, a worker representative who is easily identifiable to carry out the role 
outlined in this plan in relation to summer provision 

• inform all staff and students of essential hygiene and respiratory etiquette and physical 
distancing requirements 

• adapt the school to facilitate physical distancing as appropriate in line with the public 
health guidance and direction of the Department of Education  

• keep a contact log to help with contact tracing 
• ensure staff and students engage with the induction / familiarisation briefing provided 

by the Department of Education 
• implement the agreed procedures to be followed in the event of someone showing 

symptoms of COVID-19 while at school 
• provide instructions for staff and students  to follow if they develop signs and 

symptoms of COVID-19 during school time  
• implement cleaning in line with Department of Education  advice  

All school staff will be consulted on an ongoing basis and feedback is encouraged on any 
concerns, issues or suggestions.  
This can be done through the Lead Worker Representatives, who will be supported in line 
with the agreement between the Department and education partners. 
  
Principal: Aoife Kavanagh 
Chair of the Board of Management: Brendan McCauley 
 
 
Date: August 2021 
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‘Stay at Home if Unwell’ Policy in  

Loreto High School Beaufort 

The measures set out in the Public Health Advice are predicated on two general 
recommendations:  

1. Minimising the risk of introduction of COVID-19 into the school community; and  

 

2. Managing the risk of spread if introduced through:  
• Regular hand hygiene;  
• Maintaining physical distancing;  
• Application of respiratory hygiene and cough etiquette; and  
• Environmental hygiene.  

In terms of Minimising the risk of introduction of COVID-19 into the school community, it is 
critical that people stay at home if unwell. 

Nobody should go to school if they are unwell or any members of their household are 
unwell with symptoms consistent with COVID-19.  

See the list of symptoms in the ‘Know the Signs’ HSE poster in this booklet. 

 

Coming to School - What to Bring? 

Each day, each student will need to bring with them: 

• A mask / sufficient clean masks for use throughout the day 
• Tissues 
• A receptacle / pocket-sized bag for waste disposal 
• Each day’s relevant school books and materials in the student’s schoolbag to be 

taken home at the end of the day. (It is recommended that students do not share 
school materials and or personal items throughout this period.)  

• Students must bring left-overs, wrappers, fruit skins etc home with them each day in 
a lunchbox / container. This both supports a safe school and our on-going green 
initiatives. 
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STUDENT 
EXPECTATIONS 
LORETO HIGH SCHOOL 
BEAUFORT 

 
AVOID THE 3 CS: 

Crowds | Close Contacts | Confined Spaces 
 

School life will be significantly different than before. 
Some activities in school will be curtailed for the 
foreseeable future. 
To keep everyone safe, you must follow the following 
instructions at all times: 
 
1. Avoid the 3 Cs – avoid loitering or congregating on 

the corridors. 
2. Observe respiratory hygiene – coughing and 

sneezing into your elbow. 
3. The school will be a one-way system to assist with 

physical distancing. This must be followed at all 
times. 

4. You should regularly wash your hands and sanitise. 
5. Masks are now mandatory in class settings (where a 

2 metre social distance cannot be maintained),and 
are strongly recommended coming to and from 
school. Please bring sufficient clean masks to school 
with you daily. 

6. You should bring sanitiser and tissues to school. 
7. You must eat in your designated area. Students can 

eat outside weather-permitting. 
8. We aim to keep teaching spaces well-ventilated. This 

may mean they are cooler than you are used to. You 
may wear our school jacket if this is the case. 

9. Your teachers will assign specific seats in each class.  

 
Students and staff should 
perform hand hygiene: 

• On arrival at school; 
• Before eating or drinking; 
• After using the toilet; 
• After petting animals; 
• After playing outdoors; 
• When their hands are 

physically dirty; 
• When they cough or sneeze.  
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‘New Era – New Routine’ – Loreto High School Beaufort 
 

1. Before Coming to School – ‘If Unwell Stay at Home’ 

 
• If a member of our community is unwell, we are operating an ‘If Unwell Stay at 

Home’ policy. Should a member of our community experience any of the symptoms 
of Covid-19 as outlined by the HSE and reflected in this document, that member of 
our community is advised to stay at home and seek the appropriate medical 
intervention.  
 

• For those attending school, please take personal responsibility in relation to hand 
and respiratory hygiene in advance of arrival (See ‘Help Prevent Covid-19 Poster 
page 9). 

 
2. Getting to School 

 
• In line with public health advice, we encourage our students to walk or cycle to 

school where possible thereby alleviating pressure on public transport. 
 

• Where public transport is used, students need to adhere to public health advice and 
take the necessary and most up to date advice as outlined by the HSE. 
 

3. Arriving to School 
 

• Please arrive to school leaving sufficient time to comply with health and safety 
guidelines and to get learning-ready. Our hall will be open from 7.30am as normal 
and students need to be in their classes before 8.40am. 
 

• Wear a mask into our building. 

 
• Sanitise your hands either outside reception or at the black gates by the Memorial 

Block. Hand sanitising stations are also available on every corridor. 
 
 

• Please bring your required materials in your bag to and from school daily. We 
provided separate storage space for PE kits. 
 

• Please abide by our one way system which will be clearly marked on all corridors.  
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4. In Class 

• Enter the classroom with your mask on. 
 

• Sanitise your hands upon entering the classroom as is already done so. 

 
• Please go to your assigned seat as set by your teacher. 

 
 

• If you need to change rooms for a specialised subject (eg Art, Chemistry, H.Ec), please 
use the santised wipes available in each room to ensure that your desk is clean before 
using it. 
 

• Please understand whilst we will do all that we can to ensure a robust and enjoyable 
learning experience that this can only be done in a context where social distancing is 
maintained and health and safety concerns have been addressed. We will all do our 
utmost in this space and in balancing these concerns with our learning objectives. 

 
 
5. Breaktimes & Lunchtimes are taking place at the usual times, students are 
encouraged to eat outside when possible. 
 
Socially distanced queueing (for canteen food) will be maintained in the hall. 
 
 
6. Home-time 
Students are to depart the building via their closest designated exit.  
 
7. Extra-curricular / After School Activities 
Each extra-curricular event and activity will be individually looked at in the light of health 
and safety and social distancing requirements and we will be in communication regarding 
each event / activity. 
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Protection from coronavirus. 
It’s in our hands.

Coronavirus
COVID-19

Help prevent coronavirus

Visit HSE.ie
For updated factual information and advice
Or call 1850 24 1850

The virus spreads in sneeze and cough droplets, so regularly taking  
the above measures helps reduce the chance of it spreading.

Avoid touching 
your face

Cover mouth if 
coughing or sneezing

Wash your 
hands

Keep surfaces 
clean

Keep a safe 
distance

Stop shaking 
hands and hugging
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Know the signs

For 8 out of 10 people, rest and 
over the counter medication can 
help you feel better.

High Temperature

Breathing Difficulties

Shortness of Breath

Wash

Cover

Avoid

Stop

Clean

Distance

Coronavirus
COVID-19

Protection from coronavirus. 
It’s in our hands.

If you have symptoms, self-isolate 
to protect others and phone your GP. 
Visit hse.ie for updated factual information 
and advice or call 1850 24 1850.

Cough



 
 

 12 

Protocol Where there is a Suspected case of Covid-19 
 
Loreto High School Beaufort will (via the Principal / Deputy Principal /Student 
Enrichment Officer: 

• Bring the person to the designated isolation area in our school *;  

• Contact parents/guardians in the event of a suspected case in a pupil/student;  

• Facilitate the person remaining in isolation if they cannot go home immediately;  

• Support the making of arrangements for transport home or if they are too unwell to 

go home to contact 999 or 112 to advise it is a COVID-19 suspected case;  

• Carry out an assessment of the incident to determine follow up actions; and  

• Arrange for the appropriate cleaning of the isolation and work areas.  

• Where there is a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 amongst school staff or 

pupils, schools we will maintain both staff and pupil confidentiality at all times and 

follow the instructions of HSE Public Health. 

Should a case be confirmed, HSE / Public Health will:  

• Inform any staff/parents or students who come into close contact with a diagnosed 

case via the contact tracing process;  

• Contact all relevant persons where a diagnosis of COVID-19 is made; and advise on 

the appropriate action, on a case-by-case basis, that should be taken vis-à-vis the 

operation of the school.  

 

 

*Please note that our isolation area is running completely separate to our Sick Bay which 
will run as normal throughout this time. 
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Supporting the Wellbeing of our School Community 

Underpinning our work in supporting the Wellbeing of our Community will be the following 
5 Principles: 

1. A sense of safety 
2. A sense of calm 
3. A sense of belonging and connectedness to school 
4. A sense of ‘can do’ working together as a community 
5. A sense of hope 

Our Supports for our Students can be accessed via: 

• Our Pastoral System 
• Form Tutors 
• Year Heads 
• Counsellors 
• Chaplain 
• Principal 
• Deputy Principal 
• Student Enrichment Officer 
• Teachers 
• Peer buddies, Mentors, Prefects 

We understand that once we have adapted to the new ways of operating, that we will also 
need a range of supports to enable us at times to cope and at times to flourish. We encourage 
our community to access any or all of our supports whenever they feel they might help in any 
way. Our ‘Wellbeing Beaufort Booklet’ compiled by Ms Murphy outlines further mechanisms 
and supports which we hope will assist our community in navigating the 2021 / 2022 journey 
together. 

 

Contact Details 
Principal Ms. Aoife Kavanagh 

Email: info@loretohighschool.com 
Telephone: +353 1 4933251 

Postal Address 
Loreto High School Beaufort, 

Grange Road, 
Rathfarnham, 

Dublin 14, 
D14 E521 
Ireland 



 
 

 14 

 

 

 

 


