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    L-R Elizabeth, Ellen, Leah, Leigh and Juliet. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raven Books in Blackrock 
 
This year the Library has a 6 person TY 
Committee rather than one Senior 
Assistant.  The group consists of Elizabeth 
Brady, Ellen Kane, Leah Melia, Leigh 
Aherne, Juliet Mullarney and Lauren 
Haughey. Their first official trip of the new 
school year was to Raven Books in 
Blackrock to buy books for the library.  The 
trip began with a hot chocolate (or coffee 
for some) and then they got to meet the 
wonderful Louisa Cameron and browse her 
beautiful bookshop.  Lots of new books 
were chosen to fill the shelves for the new 
year. 3rd Year English Class in the Library for a 

“Book Chair” activity.  Each student chooses a 

chair with a book on it, they read the book for 

2 minutes and then move to the next chair. It 

gives students a chance to open a book they 

might not normally choose.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Clubs 

Book clubs are held in the library on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at lunch time.  The 

schedule is available on the Library 

Noticeboard.  Each year group usually has 

one book club per month to discuss the 

books they have enjoyed (or hated).  New 

members are always welcome, even if you’re 

not the biggest reader or just need ideas for 

what to read next.   Book club recommended 

lists are also posted on the noticeboard. 

 

http://www.loretohighschool.com/curriculum/library 



 

 

The theme this year was 

“Fairy-tales,” as chosen by the 

6th Years. Every day classes 

were stopped for 40 minutes 

to allow students and staff 

time to read for pleasure.  The 

reception area was decorated 

to look like an enchanted 

forest and there was a daily 

quote competition from well-

known fairy tales.  There was 

also a Quiz, a Murder Mystery 

Competition and the week 

ended with a Dress-Up Day. 

  

Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) Week 2017 
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Author Visits and Guest Speakers 
Dave Rudden 

 

The irrepressible Dave 
Rudden made a visit to 
Beaufort on Tuesday of 
D.E.A.R. week.  Such was his 
energy, that the hall of 300 
students spent an hour 
erupting in laughter.  The 
topics ranged from 
whimsical to serious but 
always with wit and 
humour.  The audience of 
1st, 2nd and 3rd Years were 
treated to some writing tips 
too that will come in very 
useful in their own writing 
for school and beyond. 
 

 

Gemma O’Doherty 
 

 
 

Gemma made a welcome return to the school 
to talk to 6th Year about her career as a 
freelance investigative journalist and about 
the obstacles that she has encountered while 
trying to expose the truth about corruption, 
abuse and unsolved murders in Ireland. 

John McCormack 
 

John McCormack is an Enterprise Sales Manager at 
Microsoft Ireland and came to the school to speak 
to 4th and 5th Years about “The Meaning of Why.”  
The aim of the talk was get everyone thinking 
about the purpose of whatever it is you are doing.  
Because when you understand why you are doing 
something it helps you to apply yourself and do 
better. 
 

 

Kim Hood 
 

2Q were invited to Ballyroan Library for a talk by 
author Kim Hood.  She spoke of growing up in 
Canada and how a visit to Ireland as a student 
resulted in her eventually settling in Co. Clare to 
write the book she had always wanted to.  She 
credits much of her inspiration to life experience 
and doesn’t believe in the notion of “normal.” 
Although she felt like the only one who didn’t fit 
in as a teenager she now believes that, in fact, 
most of her peers felt the same way too.  Kim is 
the author of “Finding a Voice” and “Plain Jane.” 

http://www.loretohighschool.com/curriculum/library 

 



 

Reading 
1st Year Reading: 

 
This year, in conjunction with their English 
classes, First Years are reading from a selection 
of: 

Chalkline by Jane Mitchell 
The Dare by John Boyne 
One by Sarah Crossan 
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness 
Stone Cold by Robert Swindells 
Hitler’s Canary by Sandi Toksvig 

 

4th Year Reading: 
 

Transition Year English classes are reading: 
 

 
 

Most Popular Books: 
 

Apple and Rain by Sarah Crossan 
We Come Apart by Sarah Crossan & Brian 
Conaghan  
Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
The weight of water by Sarah Crossan 
The fault in our stars by John Green 
Girl, missing by Sophie McKenzie 
One by Sarah Crossan 
The apple tart of hope by Sarah Moore 
Fitzgerald 
Harry Potter and the philosopher's stone by 
J.K. Rowling 
Heart-shaped by Siobhan Parkinson 
Now by Morris Gleitzman 
Will Grayson, Will Grayson by John Green & 
David Levithan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you need some inspiration for a book to read 
over the Christmas Holiday, see below for some 
suggestions from our book club readers and 
from some of the new titles on the shelves.  

Book Club Recommendations: 
 

Junior: Divergent Series by Veronica Roth 
 One of us is lying by Karen McManus 
 Girl, Missing Series by Sophie McKenzie 
 Once by Morris Gleitzman 
 The Call by Peadar O’Guilin 
 Everything Everything by Nicola Yoon 
 The Names they gave us by Emery Lord 
 Flawed by Cecelia Ahern 
Senior: Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo 
 The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
 The Way of Kings by Brandon Sanderson 

The Female of the Species by Mindy 
McGinnis 

 Before the fall by Noah Hawley 
 Nora & Kettle by Lauren Taylor 
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lion: A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierley 
A Dog’s Purpose by W. Bruce Cameron 
We Come Apart by Sarah Crossan & Brian 
Conaghan 
Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty 
Holding by Graham Norton 

New Books 
 

Origin by Dan Brown 
Monster by Michael Grant 
The Girl who saved Christmas by Matt Haig 
A Dangerous Crossing by Jane Mitchell 
The Deportees by Roddy Doyle 
Letters to the Lost by Brigid Kemmerer 
Stranger than Fanfiction by Chris Colfer 
Great Small Things by Jodi Picoult 
Lying in Wait by Liz Nugent 
The girl in Between by Sarah Carroll 
The Hypnotist by Laurence Anholt 
Moonrise by Sarah Crossan 

http://www.loretohighschool.com/curriculum/library 

Happy Christmas       
  -Ms. Campbell 
  School Librarian 


