
 

Francesca Martinez visits Beaufort 

On Friday 22nd January we had the great pleasure of welcoming author, actor and 

stand-up comedian Francesca Martinez to Beaufort. She came to speak to 6th 

Years about  work, school and her book “What the **** is Normal?” If the bell for 

lunch hadn’t gone I think everyone would have stayed for another hour (or more) 

to listen to her upbeat and positive take on facing challenges such as bullying, 

physical “wobbliness,” self-image and ultimately self-acceptance. While she says 

in her book that she in no way sees herself as “inspirational,” it has to be said that 

her audience were awed by her humour and optimistic outlook. 
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Spelling Bee 

On Thursday 14th January Belvedere College hosted the final of the Schools Spelling 

Bee.  The four spellers who represented Beaufort were Orla Kelly, Leigh Aherne, 

Maria Graham and Alex O’Connor. The competition was fierce this year with 56 con-

testants from 14 schools battling it out for the glory of being crowned Spelling Bee 

Champion. 

But, in the end there can only be one winner, Maria Graham and a student from 

Loreto Foxrock were the last 2 standing and went head to head for the champion-

ship.  The word was “Psychosomatic,” the tension was unbearable.  And the winner 

is . . .  Our very own Maria Graham!!!  Anyone who can spell “Deoxyribonucleic” de-

serves to be.   Congratulations to the team - Orla, Alex, Leigh and Maria and the 

wonderful support of Allsún, Juliet, Shannon and Amelia, you were all amazing!   

 

Francesca Martinez with 6th Years 

Most Popular Books 2015-2016 

      Asking for it 

      Apple & Rain 

      The weight of water 

      Wonder 

      Only Ever Yours 

      One 

      The apple tart of hope 

      The fault in our stars 

      Chalkline 

      Missing Me 

      The Dare 

      Noughts & Crosses 

 The art of being normal 

 Girl, Missing Series 

 The Outsiders 

 Trash 

 Auggie & Me 

 We were liars 

 Girl Online 

 The Fifth Wave 

Lee Weatherly 

Lee Weatherly with 2nd Years 

Author and Arkansas native, Lee Weatherly 

visited Beaufort to talk to students about her 

new book "Broken Sky."  She spoke about the 

process of writing this book, the choice of 

cover artwork and how her research into pi-

lots and planes in the 1940's gave her the 

chance to fly in a WWII fighter jet. 
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Holly Bourne drops by  

Holly Bourne's visit to the school came about through our close 

links with ballyroan library.  Owing to the dreadful weather on the 

day she agreed to come to us rather than have 50 soaking students 

walk to the library in ballyroan.  She talked about her new book 

"How hard can love be? Which is a sequel to "Am I normal yet?"  

She spoke about demystifying feminism and how it's all just about 

equality for everyone. 

Tomi Reichental 

ON THURSDAY 25TH FEBRUARY WE HAD THE GREAT PRIVILEGE TO WELCOME 

TOMI REICHENTAL TO THE SCHOOL TO SPEAK TO 4TH, 5TH AND 6TH 

YEARS.  TOMI RECOUNTED HIS HARROWING YET EXTRAORDINARY STORY, FROM 

HIS IDYLLIC EARLY CHILDHOOD MEMORIES IN RURAL SLOVAKIA TO THE HOR-

RORS OF THE BERGEN-BELSEN CONCENTRATION CAMP.  TOMI SPOKE ABOUT 

THE IMPORTANCE OF TOLERANCE AND INCLUSION AND EMPHASISED THE NEED 

FOR EVERYONE TO TAKE A STAND AND GET INVOLVED WHEN FACED WITH 

INJUSTICE.  TOMI TOOK A LOT OF TIME AFTER THE TALK TO SIGN BOOKS AND 

TALK WITH STUDENTS.  

World Book Day Competition Winners 

Holly Bourne with 4th Year TY Students in the Library 

Some statistics:     Best Borrowers: 

376 new books and DVDs were added to the collection this year The class that borrowed most from the Library was 1P 

Tomi Reichental with students from 4th, 5th and 6th Year 

World Book Day 2016 

This Year the events for world book week were: 

Monday:          All years' Bookclub  

Tuesday:         Fighting Words trip 

Wednesday:      Ladies who Lunch Competition  

Thursday:        Book Spine Poetry Competition  

Friday:           Author visit by Lee Weatherly 

Please check at 

home for overdue 

books.  If you don’t 

bring it back, no 

other student can 

borrow it  

Borrow a good book for Summer 

Drop by the library before, during or after 

the exams to get something to read over the 

long summer holidays.  ** Not something you 

HAVE to read, something you WANT to 

read.**  There are lots of new books to 

choose from and if you’re stuck for ideas, ask 

Ms. Campbell or there are recommendations 

from your classmates on the noticeboard  

outside the library. 

Best of luck in your exams, the 

library will be open until 4.30 

every afternoon. 

Have a wonderful summer and 

I’ll see you in September. 

Ms. Campbell 
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