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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
We have had a very busy first term in this 2011/2012 academic 
year. Our first years are settling in very well and already have a 
lovely group atmosphere. Their Senior Prefects and peer buddies 
have helped to answer questions and put them at ease. The 2nd 
Years, through CSPE engaged well with the Presidential 
election and they elected President Michael D. Higgins, a 
day before the National Election. The 3rd, 5th and 6th Years 
have settled in very well to some more serious schoolwork and are still 
finding time to be involved in many of the school extra-curricular activities. 
The Transition Years are adapting well to a different type of year and are 
finding no difficulty at all engaging with the wide variety of activities on 
offer, from salsa dancing to work experience and Gaisce awards. The play 
for March 2012 will be “The Boyfriend” and auditions have already started. 

Our school council, Senior Prefects and some technical crew organised a 
fun Talent Show before the mid-term break and we saw talents we never 
knew existed, so well done to all. Two 5th Years, Katie Hastings and Maria 
Riney recorded the show and the profits from this went to Loreto, Rumbek. 
The School Council, the Green Committee and the Justice and Peace 
Committee have been very active and shown leadership during the term 
with many activities and initiatives. Our retreat programme is progressing 
well. Debating and sport are well under way and many girls are 
representing the school on teams. We marked Science Week with a number 
of exhibitions and fun activities. 

We have taken on the support of our sister school in Rumbek, in Southern 
Sudan. There was previously no secondary school for girls in the whole 
country. Two Irish Loreto sisters established the school last year and they 
will be joined in January by Sr Kathleen McLennon, who spoke to our girls 
at our end of year mass. There are currently 73 girls at the school and they 
would like to expand this number and need the funding to build a suitable 
school and dorm buildings. We thank the whole school community heartily 
for embracing this cause . Our Autumn Fair plus the Talent Show DVD  
raised a staggering €7,000. This, with €5,000 from a staff designatedfrom 
Atlantic Philanthropies, means we can send an outstanding €12000 to 
Rumbek. Ms Taylor and Ms Egan, along with Transition Years, Senior 
Prefects and  many, many volunteers co-ordinated the event. This is such a 
significant donation that we are very proud of all involved. 



The Beaufort girls have such a well developed social conscience that they 
have also been involved in other charitable efforts this term. We held; an 
informative One World Week; our Junior St Vincent de Paul are looking 
forward to their children’s Christmas party; the 3rd Years and the 4 
Nightingale class held a most successful cake sale for Niamh Moriarty, a 
local 5 year old who needs to go to the States in the New Year for surgery; 
the 2Ps have organised our  participation in the Toys for Tubs appeal and 
our Senior St Vincent de Paul is planning a Christmas evening for the 
elderly nuns in Abbey House. 

There is so much activity in a vibrant school like ours. We have much to 
look forward to before the Christmas break. We wish our school choir every 
best for their concert in the National Concert Hall on November 28th. Our 
building work is coming to an end and we will have our new classrooms and 
lecture theatre for use in the New Year. The Transition Year group who are 
going skiing over the break are getting very excited about the trip.  Our 
Parents’ Association is hosting a Festive Night on Tuesday 6th December, 
with carols and mulled wine and minced pies, so please note the date for 
your diary. 

I would like to thank both the teaching and ancillary staff for their very hard 
work all term. I would also like to thank our Parents’ Association and Board 
of Management for their significant contribution to making the school a 
better place. Lastly may I wish each family a safe and happy Christmas and 
may God bless you all. Be kind to those you meet and also to yourselves 
and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. 

                                                                                                                       
Yours sincerely  

                                                        Margaret 
O’Donoghue 

                                                  Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Autumn Fair Sunday 13th November 

 
 
 
 
 

Loreto High School Beaufort had an outstanding autumn fair on 
Sunday 13th in aid of our sister school Loreto Rumbek, in South 
Sudan.  The energy and enthusiasm of staff and students was 
wonderful to behold. Under the guidance of Ms Egan and Ms Taylor 
they organised; Cookery Demonstrations; Fortune Telling; Bingo; A 
Monster Raffle with great prizes; a chaotic and noisy Pet Show; Face 
Painting and  Make up ; Pluck a Santa, which for those of you that 
don't know involves a ‘Lucky Dip’; Bands playing; a Wheel of Fortune;  
Coffee, tea and cakes; and in plenty of time for Christmas great value 
Decorations and Cards. The fair was wonderfully well supported and 
all our thanks go out to the students and their families who came out 
in large numbers. Thanks to your generosity we managed to raise a 
whopping €7000, a remarkably generous contribution during 
recessionary times, proving yet again that we are even in hard times 
able to care for those less fortunate then ourselves. The icing on the 
cake, figuratively speaking, was when we were awarded  €5000 from 
a staff designatedfrom Atlantic Philanthropies, to whom we extend a 
heartfelt ‘Thank You’, bringing our total contribution to €12000, a 
huge sum for Sudan, which will go a long way towards building their 
much needed school and dormitories.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

The aim of Science Week is to promote the relevance of science, 
engineering and technology in our everyday lives and to demonstrate the 
importance of these disciplines to the future development of Irish society 
and to the economy. Well Done to the 1st Years on their amazing Science 
Projects on display in reception. They were fantastic. 

 

 
Library News 

 
 
 
 
Anna Carey came to speak to 2nd Years on 
Wednesday, November 9th.  Anna is a 
journalist whose first book for young adults, The Real Rebecca, was 
published by the O’Brien Press in 2011. Anna encouraged the girls to 
embrace their creativity in all areas. She said that in writing her book, she 
followed the advice of C.S Lewis; by writing a book she would like to read 
herself. She recalled a favourite book of her teenage years I capture the 
castle by Dodie Smith, author of 101 Dalmatians. Students promised to vote 
for Anna’s book, which was short listed for The Bord Gáis Irish Book 
Awards. At the awards ceremony on November 17th The Real Rebecca won 
the award for Children’s Book of the Year Senior Category. 
The full Library  newsletter will be available on Moodle and on the 
school website

 
Co-Orch raises €3500 for Focus Ireland.  

Congratulations to Mr Doyle (Music Teacher) on the successful 
launch of Co Orch, Ireland's newest and most exciting instrumental 
ensemble. They  raised over €3500 for Focus Ireland from their event  
in The Village Wexford Street on Thursday 17th Nov.  



One World Week 
 
 

 
One World Week took place in the school 
from November 14th – 18th. It’s a 
national event, run by the NYCI, and the 
Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation 
(JPIC) group here in Loreto Beaufort. The 
group, led by Ms. Donohue and the 
Transition Years used the national theme 
‘A Rich Man’s World’  to  plan a fun-filled 
educational week. We  chose different 
issues for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd years; 
Child Labour for the 1st years, Poverty 
and the Economic Recession for the 2nd 
years and Global Inequality for the 4th 
years. We raised awareness about these 
issues through peer teaching and 
educational activities.         Meanwhile 
the 5th and 6th years had one RE class 
during the week based on this theme to 

ensure that they heard of the issues affecting us as well.                           
There was also a competition running for the second years; “If you 
were Taoiseach for a day…” with great prizes funded by a grant 
we received from the NYCI. On Thursday 17th we held a fun activity 
based lunch for the 1st years.  To finish the week off a prayer was 
read over the intercom for the most vulnerable in our society and 
those affected by the recession. We in JPIC are about raising 
awareness and this is something we hope to achieve during ‘One 
World Week’. We hope that everybody took something from the 
week and that everybody enjoyed it

 



School Council Report 
 

Its Loreto Beaufort’s Student Council Awareness 
Week this week and we need a logo. The 
competition is open to 1st, 2nd and 3rd years. The 
primary aim of the Loreto Beaufort School Council is 
to foster among the students a sense of 
responsibility as well as an active involvement in the 
running of the school and to develop leadership 
qualities and organisational skills. It reflects the 
ideas and opinions of the students and is the official 
organ through which members of the student body 
communicate with the administrative and teaching 
staffs on matters of general interest to the school. 
The council strives to encourage a good school spirit 
of co-operation, understanding and mutual respect 
between staff and students. It is hoped that the 
Council is a reflection of the vitality of the school and 
it provides the school with incentive and inspiration. 
The school council are also creating a Beaufort 
Memorial Book which any student or staff member 
may record the name of a loved one who has 
passed away. The book will be housed in the school 
oratory. The results of their design a cover 
competition for the book will be announced shortly.
 

Moodle2.loretohighschool.com now being rolled out on a 
phased basis 

 



 
Sports 

Reports 
Camogie 
It’s been a tough but good start to the season for the camogie teams. We’ve 
been challenged at all levels, and the girls have shown real fighting spirit. 
Congratulations to Nicole Basquel and Annie Logue on being awarded 
Camogie Captain and Vice Captain who are leading the Senior team through 
a tough season. 
Juniors are having a great season, and remain unbeaten to date. They have a 
great track record for attendance at training, and this is really paying off on 
the pitch. A big thank you to Martha O’Donoghue and Sarah Nagle for 
showing great leadership to the players. 
1stteam are in a very tough league this year - a 1st2ndleague - so they are 
showing great spirit going out against predominantly 2ndteams. They are 
fantastic at turning up to training, which again is showing on the pitch 
during very tough matches. 
always, a huge thank you to all the parents who are constantly giving lifts to 
matches – it is much appreciated. 
Happy Christmas to all the camogie players, and have a good rest before the 
season kicks off again in January! 
 

Basketball 
We are in the middle of a hectic Basketball Season. With 14 teams 
participating this year there are over 160 girls playing basketball. That may 
well be the highest number participating in any school in the country. 
The Senior and Cadette teams are still very much in contention in their 
leagues. Special Mention to the Senior A’s who made the Irish Quarter Final 
and the Cadette A Team who are top of both their Loreto and Dublin 
Leagues. 
We have over 50 2nd years and 60 1st years honing their skills for the 
leagues which start after Xmas. All players are showing great 
improvement and great potential for the future. Keep up the hard work 
and training girls!  



Congratulations to Julie Milroy (2T) who made the Irish U14 squad and best 
of luck to Jennifer Kirwan and Laura Flynn who are trying out for the 
Ireland U16 team. 
Happy Christmas !! 

Hockey 
All Hockey teams are now competing in the Leinster 
Leagues and are training hard and enjoying their matches. 
The Loreto Leagues will be underway after Christmas. 
 
Congratulations to  
Jessica McGirr who has been selected for the U18 Irish 
Trials following the inter Pro’s.  
We wish her all the best. 
 
We would like to thank all the parents for providing  lifts to the girls to and 
from fixtures. This help is invaluable. We look forward to your continued 
help and support in the New Year.  

Happy  Christmas to all! 
 

 
Swimming 

A team of Beaufort Swimmers took part in the Loreto Gala on Friday 
November 11th in the National Aquatic Centre. Congratulations to all the 
swimmers who competed at a very high level but especially to Grace 
Brannigan, Emma Crossan and Ciara Wickham who all won Gold in their 
respective events. It was a great success and we look forward to next year. 

  


