
 
Library Displays 

 
Two displays were exhibited in the library 
during the month of March. Both were 
projects completed by Miss Egan’s English 
classes.  
The first was a book cover design for “Roll 
of thunder hear my cry” by Mildred Taylor.  
These designs were done by 2P and 2Q 
classes. 
Heather Peelo’s cover was particularly 
evocative - spare, uncluttered, and vivid.  

 

    

 

 
         
 
The second display was an exercise done 
by 1S English class, illustrated examples of 
metaphors, e.g.  
 
“The sun is the bright happy smile among 
a crowd of frowns” (Jill MacNair),  
 
“Sunset is the curtain of night falling” 
(Jacqueline Fleury), 
 
“Stars are tiny white fireflies lighting up a 
black sky” (Aoife Maguire)  
 
“A butterfly is a rainbow in motion” 
(Laura Glynn) 

 
  The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency 
 
Alexander McCall Smith’s The No. 1 
Ladies’ Detective Agency series has recently 
being televised by BBC 1. 
 
McCall Smith is a British author, but these 
novels are set in Gaborone, capital of 
Botswana, and the main character, the 
lady detective, is Mma Precious Ramotswe.  

 

 
We have had three books of this series in 
the library for some time – The No.1 
Ladies’ Detective Agency, Tears of the 
giraffe, and Morality for beautiful girls. 
Because of the Sunday night screening we 
recently bought another one, In the 
company of cheerful ladies.  
They are very interesting and entertaining 
novels, as much about character and 
personality as they are about solving 
crime, and they depict a vivid picture of 
life in Botswana.   
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Author Visit 
 

The writer, Conor Kostick visited the 
school library on Monday, March 9th to 
speak to all 2nd year classes. The visit was 
part funded by Poetry Ireland through the 
Writers in Schools scheme. The author’s 
work, described as cyber-fiction, is a little 
removed from the usual reading choices. 
Drawing on his academic background, the 
author has also written some historical 
fiction and non-fiction. His latest work 
Siege of Jerusalem: Crusade and Conquest 
in 1099 is due for publication in July 2009. 
  The library visit was an unqualified 
success. The author spoke about his novels, 
Epic, Saga and his most recent book, Move.   
He read Chapter 2 from Saga entitled Mall 
Raiders describing an incursion in to a 
shopping centre by an “anarcho-punk 
board gang”.  From this point, interest was 
sparked in this fantasy, cyber world, where 
it was possible to explore issues in a 
parallel universe.  The attraction of such a 
world was obvious, as one can simply move 
between worlds to escape unpleasant 
outcomes. A review of Saga in Inis 
magazine notes:  “Kostick’s achievement lies 
in the duality of the book, which can be read 
both as an excellently fast-paced action 
thriller and a commentary on very real 
modern issues.”   
Inis Magazine, Summer 2007 
A question and answer session provided some 
interesting responses about reading, writing 
and publishing.  The 2nd years proved an 
attentive and appreciative audience.  

 

Friendship 
 
Recently we bought a copy of the book 
Paradise End by Elizabeth Laird. First 
published in 2004, it tells of two girls from 
very different backgrounds who become 
friends, Tia who lives in the beautiful 
mansion, Paradise End, and Carly from a 
humble home in a nearby estate. The story 
deals with issues of prejudice, class, 
difficult family life, broken homes, 
jealousy, anger, sibling rivalry, and loss. 
But most of all it is a story about the 
healing power of genuine friendship.  
 
“Sizzling pace, richly drawn characters and a 
resoundingly moral and important story..” 
   Guardian review 

 
In the library there are many other books 
on the subject of friendship.  The following 
are six that are highly recommended:  
 
The silver bead/by Helen Dunmore 
 
Alice in the middle/by Jodi Curtin 
 
White stranger/by Susan Gates 
 
Holes/by Louis Sachar 
 
When stars stop spinning/by Jane Mitchell 
 
What I was/by Meg Rosoff  
 

  

Poets’ Corner 
 
 
Aoife Doolan’s poem, which was chosen by 
Ms. M. Egan as the best submission from 
the 2P and 2Q English class for a poetry 
competition, is on display on the library 
noticeboard. 
 
 
   
  Awakenings 
 
I’d trudged that path for months now, 
Frosty mornings when icicles hung like 
prisms in the sun’s feeble glow 
 
Bright, crisp mornings when the east wind 
cut through flesh and bone, 
Mornings when driving rain danced like 
gun-shot on my face… 
 
And then today – there it was…. 
 
Petals fragile as gossamer wings, 
Colour pure as the driven snow 
Stem rigid like rifle barrel 
 
The first snow-drop! 
 
New life…new hope…awakenings. 
  
 

           


