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The 2016/2017 school year began for the 

Library with the wonderful news that our 

portfolio application for the PDST WellRead 

Award had been successful. Described as “a 

national initiative designed and organised by 

the Professional Development Service for 

Teachers (PDST). It aims to create 

heightened awareness about the importance 

of creating a Culture of Reading in school 

communities.”   

Out of 735 secondary schools in Ireland, 

Loreto Beaufort is one of only 35 schools to 

have been awarded the flag.  Huge thanks 

to Ms. Keenan, Siobhan Perdisatt and Maria 

Graham for all their hard work on the 

school’s portfolio which highlighted a year of 

events and activities in Beaufort aimed at 

promoting reading. 

 

 

Author Visit 
David Gatward 

 

 
 
On the 5th October, 4th Year TY Students 
were invited to Ballyroan Library to hear 
UK author of “Doom Rider,” “Project X 
Alien Adventures” and “The Dead” Series, 
David Gatward, speak about his writing 
and influences. 
 
He got the session started by having the 
students create mummies from rolls of 
tissue paper and then asked everyone to 
write down a question to go into his hat.  
He did his best to answer as many 
questions as he could.  He explained how 
he wasn’t always a big reader and how at 
different times in his life he has fallen in 
and out of love with reading.  He talked 
about his love of the horror genre which 
dominates his writing now but described 
how he started out writing books about 
religion.  
 
Best Question of the Session: 
 
“Would you rather have arm-sized 
fingers or finger-sized arms?” 

I am delighted to have two 

Senior Library Assistants this 

year, Robyn Daly and Maria 

Graham.  They have been 

busy since September with 

the annual buying trip to 

Raven Books in Blackrock, 

book clubs and D.E.A.R week. 

 

 

 

140 new books have been added to the 

library catalogue since the summer including 

23 graphic novels.  



  

Book Club 

 
 

This sign was kindly donated to the library by the Coote sisters who picked it up on 
their summer holidays in the U.S.A. 

 

Book Clubs have been up and running again since early September.  5th and 6th Years now 
have book club together which can produce some lively rivalry.  As usual, vast quantities of 
treats are consumed at every meeting which only adds to the general energy levels. 
 
Book club recommendations for each year group are posted on the Library notice board 
and are always a good place to check if you’re wondering what to read next. 
 
The schedule of Book Club dates is available on the Library notice board also and 
everyone is welcome to come along. 

1st & 4th Year Reading Initiative 
 
This year, the Library and the English 
Department are implementing a joint 
reading initiative for 1st Year and TY 
students aimed at boosting reading for 
pleasure.  Feedback from students so far 
has been overwhelmingly positive.  Each 
year group has a selection of five books 
that they will read in conjunction with 
their English classes throughout the year.  
The chosen titles include popular fiction, 
classics, fantasy, dystopias, thrillers and 
a graphic novel. 
 

1st Years are reading: 
 

Skellig   by David Almond 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone    by J.K. Rowling 
Girl Online   by Zoe Sugg 
The Hunger Games  by Suzanne Collins 
One   by Sarah Crossan 

 
4th Years are reading: 
 

Lady Susan   by Jane Austen 
The girl on the train by Paula Hawkins 
Shatter Me  by Tahereh Mafi 
Me Before You  by Jojo Moyes 
Persepolis  by Marianne Satrapi 

 
 
 

This Year So Far… 
 

The year group with the most books 
borrowed is 4th Year. 
 

The class with the most books borrowed is 
4 Beckett with 225 books borrowed since 
September.  Well done girls! 
 
 
 
 

Roald Dahl’s 100th Birthday 
 

 
Everyone who borrowed a Roald Dahl book 

on September 13th got a “Wonka Bar.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please return 

your library 

books on time.  

If you still 

have it, no- 

one else can 

borrow it. 



 

 

 

Drop Everything And Read (D.E.A.R.) Week 2016 
 
In November we held our 5th D.E.A.R. week in Beaufort, it has now become an annual event.  
The theme this year was Harry Potter which was chosen by the 6th Years after much 
discussion.  Students were given 40 minutes every day to drop everything and read and a 
week of events was organised to tie in with the Harry Potter theme.  Classes were divided 
into the four Hogwarts houses and points were awarded (or deducted) every day.  There was 
a scavenger hunt, a table quiz, an amazing Quidditich Match in the Sports Centre between 
staff and students and a dress-up day which rounded off the week on Friday.   
 

 
Scavenger Hunt Winners 

 

 
 

The Quidditch Players and the Golden Snitch 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dress-up Day 

D.E.A.R. Week 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

414 books were borrowed during the week, 
making it the busiest of the year so far for 
the library. 
 

The teachers were the winners of the 
Quidditch match, with the winning throw 
made by Mr. Carolan A.K.A. Fred Weasley. 
 

The Winners of the House Cup were 
Hufflepuff. 



 

 

 

Happy Christmas 
from Ms. Campbell in 
the Library.   
 

Remember to borrow 
some books to read 
over the  
Christmas  
Holidays.  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Popular Books This Term 
(not including class sets) 

 

Apple and Rain by Sarah Crossan 

One by Sarah Crossan 

The weight of water by Sarah Crossan 

Asking for it by Louise O’Neill 

The hunger games by Suzanne Collins 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio 

Only ever yours by Louise O’Neill 

The secret life of bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

Gone by Michael Grant 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 

by J.K. Rowling 

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain by 

John Boyne 

The apple tart of hope by Sarah Moore 

Fitzgerald 

Hagwitch by Marie Louise Fitzpatrick 

Happily ever after by Kiera Cass 

Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban 

by J.K. Rowling  

Hitler's canary by Sandi Toksvig 

Missing Me by Sophie McKenzie 

Sister, missing by Sophie McKenzie 

The dare by John Boyne 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Festive 
Library 

Decorations 
 

In addition to the 
familiar book 
tree, the library 
has some new 
additions to the 
decorations this 
year. With 
thanks to 4th 
Years, Emily 
Gaughan and 
Hazel Colfer. 

 
Assembled by Robyn Daly 

6 Earhart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


