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Having been a member of Book Club for several years, I have always enjoyed the excellent chat, 

high quality of literary criticism, and tasty snacks that accompany our meetings. So I loved the idea 

of a new Graphic Novel Book Club for all year groups- an opportunity to discuss all the comic 

books, manga, and bandes dessinées that don’t quite come under the auspices of general Book Club. 

As a long-time devotee of the graphic novel form, I was keen to meet up with fellow fans.  

 I was (pleasantly) surprised when Ms Kelly asked me to do a presentation on the topic before the 

inaugural meeting of the club. I was accompanied by my sister Maeve, who explained what a 

“graphic novel” is, and mentioned a few of its many varieties. Personally, I am especially interested 

in manga (comics from Japan) and bandes dessinées (comics from France, Belgium and other 

Francophone countries), so I spoke a little bit 

about their history and characteristic 

features, profiled a few of their most 

acclaimed and influential artists. 

The name bandes dessinées literally means 

‘drawn strips’. These comics are diverse in 

artistic style:  both the clean, precise ligne 

claire (clear line) style of Tintin and the 

scratchy, frantic penwork seen in Gaston are 

BD. They are nearly always printed in full 

colour, in roughly A4 sized volumes called 

albums. In France comics are not viewed as 

childish or ‘just for kids’, but taken seriously 

as a literary form for adults, and so there are 

many memoirs, historical stories, 

dramas, and so on, in the BD style. 

My recommendation for a 

newcomer would be to try a classic 

like Tintin first (The Seven Crystal 

Balls is one of the best Tintin stories 

in my opinion). Very few BDs are 

translated into English, so if you do 

French the Alliance Francaise 

library in town has a great selection.  

 

 

 

Hergé’s photographic attention to detail is obvious in this scene. 

Gaston, the accident-prone slacker, drawn in a freer and more cartoony style. 



‘Manga’ could be 

translated literally as 

‘whimsical pictures’. 

Manga is influenced  by 

traditional Japanese art 

(eg the woodcuts of 

Hokusai and Hiroshige), 

which did not aim for 

realism but instead used stylisation in drawing 

both people and backgrounds. The greatest influence on manga, however, came from one man, 

Osamu Tezuka. Nicknamed ‘the God of Manga’, he was in turn influenced by Walt Disney and he 

created many of the most obvious visual tropes in modern manga, such as the big eyes and small 

nose and mouth. He drew in every genre, from historical epics to adventure to sci-fi. (During the 

presentation a few heavy hint were dropped to the librarians and we now have the first volume of 

Princess Knight by Osamu Tezuka in Beaufort’s library. I can confirm 

that it is a rollicking good fairy-tale with all the sword-fights, evil 

witches and magic anyone could require, so please check it out!)  

Another significant development in manga was the ‘Year 24 group’. 

This was a group of female artist all born in and around 1949 (Showa 

Year 24 in Japanese dates) who revolutionised manga aimed towards 

women. Although there had been ‘girl’s comics’ before this point, they 

were mainly written by men. These artists such as Moto Hagio and 

Riyoko Ikeda created new page layouts by breaking down panel 

frames and instead creating images using the whole page to emphasise 

the emotion of a scene.  

Ballyroan Library has a small but growing selection of manga, 

including a lovely hardback collection of short stories by Moto Hagio 

which would make a good jumping off point for anyone new to manga. 

Films such as ‘Spirited Away’ and 

‘My Neighbour Totoro’ from the 

Japanese animation creators Studio Ghibli have a great deal in 

common with the manga style too.  

Thank you to the amazing library team. Your passion for books 

and reading is infectious, which is what makes us all look forward 

to Book Club every month. I hope anyone reading this who likes 

the sound of manga or bandes dessinées will give them a go - and 

then come to Graphic Novel Book Club to tell us what you 

thought! There really is a whole world of amazing stories and 

unforgettable characters waiting for you.  

A few of Tezuka’s best-known works- he has written over 700 manga with 150,000 pages altogether! 

Above left and right: examples of Moto Hagio’s work demonstrating the freer layout to emphasise the character’s feelings. 


