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January: 
 
4

th
 Years got the ball rolling for 2013 with their 

visit to the Fighting Words on January 7
th
. 

“Fighting Words is a Creative Writing Centre 

established by Roddy Doyle and Sean Love, 

located on Behan Square, Russell Street, 

Dublin 1, very close to Croke Park.  Fighting 

Words helps students of all ages to develop 

their writing skills and to explore their love of 

writing.” 

 

Kells took part in a two-hour creative writing 

workshop, which began with the whole class 

putting together the start of a story and then 

finishing it in small groups of 4 or 5.  There were 

some fantastic stories written and all had some 

kind of twist in the tale!   

 

Feedback from all the organizers and volunteers 

was extremely positive and they were 

impressed by the quality of writing done by the 

TY students on the day. 

 

In February, 2T also got a chance to take part in 

the Workshop.  Once again, the feedback from 

everyone who took part was incredibly positive 

and a fun afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

 

Well done girls. 

 

 

Fighting Words 2013 
 



 

 
 

 
A Graphic Novel Book Club was started in the library 

with readers from all years welcome.  The full 2013 

Excelsior Short list of Graphic Novels is available in the 

library as well as other popular titles.  We have to say a 

huge thank you to Rebecca Heade and Rebecca 

Leeson for their very generous donations of graphic 

novels and also to Blánaid and Maeve Ní Bhraonáin 

for their wonderful presentation on the origin and 

genres of Graphic Novels.  Thanks so much girls. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February: 

Inter School Library Quiz 
 
On the 8th February, the annual Inter-School Library 

Quiz took place in Sandford Park School in 

Ranelagh.  Quizmaster for the day was author of the 

popular Ross O’Carroll Books, Paul Howard.  The 

team representing Beaufort consisted of Laoise 

Casserly, Lauren O’Reilly, Aisling Moffat, Blánaid 

Ní Bhraonáin and Méabh Carrigan.  Claudia 

Russell and Aine Slattery provided support and 

correcting skills.  There were 6 Rounds of 10 

Questions and the team did exceptionally well, 

taking 2nd Prize.  A great result.  Well done. 

 

 

Beaufort Quiz Team and Supporters with Paul 
Howard 

 

Before caption a goes here 

 

      
 

In February, the 1st Years completed their 

Information Skills classes on how to use the 

library, find a book, search, use the reference 

section, evaluate websites and cite their sources. 

 
 

An Overdue Book Amnesty also took place in 

February.  No fines were charged for any long 

overdue books returned before mid-term break.  

Thank you to all who took part.   

 

However, after the amnesty - “€31.00? How could that 

be?” one called out.  “My mother will kill me!” said 

another.  Suddenly, books which had been gathering 

dust in darkened corners since before 2012 started to 

magically reappear into the light of day. 

 

We need to keep all our books in circulation, so the 

bad news is that we will start to charge overdue fees 

from September.  Unless one of our pupils comes 

up with a better plan… suggestions welcome!  All 

money received goes towards replacing stock or 

running the Book Clubs. 



World Book Day 2013 
 

 

World Book Day was celebrated in Beaufort this year 

on Wednesday 6th March.  Three different events ran 

in the library at lunchtime with a huge participation by 

students.  The 2nd Year Book Club members took on 

the role of Book Doctors for anyone feeling uninspired 

by their bookshelves at home, they were on hand to 

diagnose the problem and write prescriptions for an 

exciting new read!  Despite not having the Internet on 

the day, they were still able to prescribe endless 

recommendations to their clients. 

 

 

The Book Doctors in Consultation 

 

There were also two quizzes held in the Library for the 

World Book Day event: A Ladies who Lunch Quiz and 

a Zombie Quiz.  There were hundreds of entries for 

the two quizzes and the eventual winners were Orlaith 

Barry, Mary Hastings and Alicia Murphy for the 

Ladies who Lunch Quiz and Anna Sweeney and Kate 

McNally for the Zombie Quiz.  A big thank you 

everyone who helped set up the library on the day but 

especially to the 2nd Years for all their hard work on the 

Book Doctor event and to Aisling O’Leary (4th Year 

Gaisce Volunteer) for the Zombie Quiz. 

 

 

Two relieved patients get their prescriptions filled 
after being with the Book Doctors 

 

 

Ladies Who Lunch Quiz Table 

 

 

Zombie Quiz Table 
 

 

Prize Winners & Book Doctors with Mr. Carolan 
 

March: 



 

 

Claire Keegan Visit to Beaufort 
 

 

On 2nd May the award winning Irish Author, Claire Keegan, came to Beaufort to speak with the 4th 

Years about her short-story writing and her book “Foster,” which is on the Leaving Cert list for 2014/15.  

Claire read from “Foster” and gave the girls some tips on creative writing; she recommended a book 

called “Writers at Work” which features famous writers in Paris.  She said that talent comes out through 

work and patience and she encouraged budding writers not to get disheartened. 

 

 

Top 25 Books in the Library for 2012 / 13 

1. The Hunger Games Trilogy by Suzanne Collins  13.   Twilight by Stephanie Meyer 

2. The Cherub Series by Robert Muchamore   14.   A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

3. Chalkline by Jane Mitchell     15.   And Actually… by Denise Deegan 

4. Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah   16.   Dark Warning by Marie Louise Fitzpatrick 

5. Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry by Mildred D. Taylor  17.   Missing Me by Sophie McKenzie 

6. The Butterfly Heart by Paula Leyden    18.   Divergent by Veronica Roth 

7. The Help by Kathryn Stockett    19.   Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 

8. The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan   20.   Grounded by Sheena Wilkinson 

9. The Terrible Thing that Happened to Barnaby  21.   Matched by Ally Condie 

       Brocket by John Boyne      22.   My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult 

10. The Gone Series by Michael Grant    23.   Girl, Missing by Sophie McKenzie 

11. Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowling    24.   Insurgent by Veronica Roth 

12. I’ll be There by Holly Goldberg Sloan   25.   Life on the Refrigerator Door by Alice Kuipers 

********************** 
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