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 Dear Parents, 

We have just completed School Spirit Week which brought together a number 
of fun events in the school. It incorporated Seachtain na Gaeilge, which 
promotes the speaking of Irish and celebrates Irish culture, Friendship Week 
with a strong anti-bullying theme, and Africa Day celebrating the beauty and 
diversity of African Culture. 

As part of our ongoing policy of fostering positive relationships within the 
school community we had a series of very interesting presentations on topics 
as diverse as cyber bullying and harassment in the workplace. The emphasis 
was on the positive aspects of supportive relationships and what it means to 
be a ‘friend’. 

On Friday we had the colourful Africa Day, which allowed the girls free rein 
to turn up in  African themed costumes. The week was ended on a high 
note with a really exciting Ceili in the Quad at lunchtime. Money raised on 
that day is going towards Sli Eile, a group who build health centres for poor 
African communities. 

In these, often depressing times, it was great to have so many people 
working together to promote an entirely positive and fun atmosphere. 
Congratulations to all those involved, which really includes the entire 
teaching staff and student body, the school council and the administrative 
staff who facilitated the fabulous Radio Beaufort 

                                                       Yours sincerely  

                                                                      Liz Cogan 

   
 

Easter Study 2009 

The Mock Junior and Leaving Cert Exams have now been successfully completed.  The 
‘Practicals’, the various reports  and ‘Orals’  are ongoing We hope that students will 
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review both the papers and the results carefully in order that they may better identify  
topics that may need revision and areas of weakness that they can work on.  It is 
important that students focus on their studies at this important time. With this in mind we 
have once again made supervised study available to all 6th years over the Easter 
Holidays. This takes place from Monday 6th to Thursday 9th of April inclusive from 10 
am to 1pm and then from 2pm -5pm so that the continuity of study will not be broken. 
We hope that this will be a valuable facility for many students.  

Early Study will resume for all years on Monday the 20th and ‘Early’ and ‘Late’ Study 
will resume on Tuesday the 21st  

Matunda 
 

 This year the school council decided to establish a link, and a five-year 
fundraising programme with a Loreto school in the developing world.  

 
 After meeting with Sr. Kathleen, a Loreto nun, and hearing about all the Loreto 
projects, we decided on Loreto Convent in Matunda, Kenya.  

 
 Matunda is a rural village in Kenya, about 350 km from Nairobi. The girls 
attending the school have to walk for several hours to and from school every day. 
The school provided hostels for these girls, so that they could board during the 
week, but these hostels have since been condemned and closed. 

  
 Hundreds of girls attending the school are now missing out on a vital education 
as post-election violence in the region has made the walk to school too 
dangerous.  

 
 This year we successfully raised €3,000 to fund the construction of new 
accommodation for the girls by selling student-designed Christmas cards. This 
was hugely successful and in addition to this money we have since raised 
€4,777.77 at a “Church-Gate” collection in Rathfarnham.  

 
 The school council has decided to ask first and second year students to each 
make and send an Easter card to the girls attending the school in Matunda, in an 
effort to reassure these girls that we are thinking of them.  

 
 We have been in contact with Sr. Maggie, who is a nun at the school and she 
has sent us pictures of the new hostels under construction. It is obvious that our 
small contribution is making an enormous difference!  

 
The Green Committee 

2008/2009 has seen a very proactive Green Committee here in Beaufort. The 
year’s main aim was to get our Water flag. As part of our ongoing water awareness 
campaign throughout the school both students and teachers made a special effort to 
conserve water. We also campaigned for a more water aware environment generally. 
Teachers brought the issue of water conservation into the classroom. Water droplets with 
messages in French German Spanish and Irish adorned the corridors. Geography and 
Science teachers looked at the science of water. A water audit of the school was done 
and positive steps were taken to cut down on our water usage. On the 27th of January 



we had a visit from South County Dublin Co Council and An Taisce. They saw 1st hand 
the work the school was doing in promoting water awareness. The 5th years gave a 
PowerPoint presentation on the work they had been engaged in. Two weeks later we 
received written confirmation that we had been awarded our Water Flag. On the 5th of 
March Ms Dunne, Bronagh McGeary and Catherine Hannin were invited to Croke Park 
for the official presentation of the flag. 
Many thanks to everyone for all the hard work and effort, which helped us to achieve our 
goal. A special ‘Thank You’ to 2P who raised so much awareness as part of their 
Junior Cert CSPE Action Project. 
                    

Career News 
 
The 6th Years have worked very hard on researching their options for college next year 
through the CAO and all have completed their application online this year.  Some are now 
making application for Post Leaving Certificate courses and others are thinking about 
making minor changes on their CAO which they can do until July 1st.  Some of those who 
applied to UCAS have received offers of places. 
 
The 5th Year had the speaker Caitriona Lambert from STEPs engineering as a career 
and also speakers from Froebel College and Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art and Design.  
All of the 5th Years went on an ambassadorial visit to UCD in February and will also 
attend a presentation on Interviewing in April with some opting to go through a formal 
interview with an external interviewer and receive a feedback report.  At present Ms 
O’Donoghue and Ms McDowell are seeing each 5th Year individually for a formal career 
interview.  
 
The 4th Years have completed their DATs tests and had feedback on them. They have 
chosen their subjects for Senior Cycle.  They had a presentation from teachers of all the 
subject areas and careers class.  They have also just finished their Community Outreach 
week, where they helped others and gave something back to the community for a full 
week. 
 
Our new incoming 1st Years came in to visit Loreto Beaufort and sit their Entrance Test.   
They were greeted by the 5th Year buddies and also brought on a tour of the school 
after the test.  Their parents also came in for an introductory evening prior to this and 
the 2nd Years showed them around the school.                   M. O’Donoghue  
. 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 
 
D’éirigh thar barr linn le Seachtain na Gaeilge i mbliana. 
Bhí Coiste Gaeilge bríomhar díograiseach ón gCéad Bhliain go dtí an Séú Bliain againn 
agus d’éagraigh siad clár ama iontach gnóthach don seachtain ar fad. Seo na himeachtaí 
a bhí ar siúl 
 
Luan : Raidió Beaufort le Tóraíocht Taisce 
Máirt : Lá Fhéile Phádraig 
Céadaoin : Cluichí Craiceáilte ar an bpáirc haca 
Déardaoin : Tráth na gCeist 
Aoine : Céilí Mór  
 



Buíochas mór do gach duine a d’éagraigh na himeachtaí agus do gach duine a ghlac 
páirt! 
 
 
 
 
CSPE 3Q 
 
Congratulations to 3Q who researched and studied information on Burma and Aung San 
Suu Kyi for their CSPE project. They produced a very informative booklet with a 
crossword attached. Over 300 students in the school completed the crossword. Well 
done 3Q – a wonderful success! 

 
 
 
CSPE 1P 
On April 1st the 1P class will hold a Cake & Smoothie sale  in aid of Slí Eile, a group 
who are helping HIV/Aids orphans in South Africa build schools and clinics 
 
YEARBOOK 
 
It’s that time of year again! It seems like yesterday we arrived back at school. Time 
flies when you’re having fun but we need to start collecting articles and photos for 
the yearbook so that we don’t forget all the wonderful achievements and events that 
have been taking place throughout the school year. Please send any submissions to 
beaufortyearbook@hotmail.com or contact Ms Cagney by Friday 8th May. Remember 
the yearbook is your collection of memories that will be invaluable in years to come. 
Don’t leave it too late! 
 
 
 
Swimming 
Congratulations to our wonderful 1st and 2nd year swimmers who were so successful at 
the Loreto schools Gala. The team; Grace Branagan, Emma Crossan, Martha 
O’Donoghue, Alison O’Driscoll, Katie Kelly and  Ciara Feighan won both relays, 
Individual Medley  and Freestyle. 
The girls then went on to win both relays again at the Irish schools Gala. 
 Grace was selected for the Irish Team competing in Wales and came 4th in the 
Freestyle and Backstroke. 
 Congratulations girls!!!!! 
 
 
Basketball 
Well done to all six 1st and 2nd year teams who all made their respective Loreto semi 
finals. These games are all being played currently and hopefully we should get through to 
some finals. 
With over 80 girls playing in 1st and 2nd year very few schools in Ireland can match us 
for participation and enthusiasm at this level. 
Congratulations to the Minor A and Junior A on  

Senior team with M r Charles 



having reached the Dublin semi-Final. Our Junior A team lost out to a very strong 
Dalkey team. Hopefully we will get our revenge in the Loreto final. 
 Our Minors lost by a heartbreaking 1 point to Loreto Foxrock. They are a very spirited 
team with terrific potential and the future looks bright for them. 
Keep up the good work girls and I’ll see you all at the upcoming Easter Camp, (April 
14th – 17th).  
I also would like to encourage all parents and family to support us in all games but 
especially in the finals!!!! 
 
Neville Charles 
 
Camogie 
 
The 2009 Championships are underway and all of our teams at senior, junior and minor 
levels are progressing well.  
The League campaign is now drawing to a close. The Senior A team reached their final 
but were unlucky to meet a very strong St. Dominic’s team. The game featured an 
exceptional performance by Aoife O’Laoire, who plays on the Dublin minor and junior 
teams. The Senior Bs are successfully into their league final, having beaten the St. 
Mark’s A team in a thrilling semi-final. They meet St. Wolstan’s A team (Kildare) in the 
final next week.  
Best of luck to all of our teams in their remaining matches.  
 
A special word of thanks to all of the students and teachers who took part in the Puc Fada 
competition to raise funds for the Niall M ellon Foundation 
Ann McNamara 
Hockey 
This has been a term of great achievement for the hockey squad. For the 2nd year 
running the Senior1 team reached the Leinster Cup Finals. A magnificent achievement!  
The whole school supported them on final day in Three Rock. After a thrilling game they 
lost in extra time to St Andrews but they left us all with great memories of a really great 
match and now we can look forward to next year…  
Third time lucky girls. 
We cant afford to complain because the Senior 11’s won the Leinster Senior 2 Cup  
against Mount Anville, 2 -1, in a nail biting match that kept the Beaufort supporters 
focused from the outset. Well done to our valiant team. 
Junior A reached the semi finals of the Leinster cup only to lose to Mount Anville, but 
the team show great promise for the future. 
All teams are progressing well in the Loreto League and we hope to have news on further 
successes in the May Newsletter. 
 
Aoibheann McNicholas 
 
 
 

Parents Association News 
Date for your diary 

5th Years have organised a  
Charity Fashion Show in aid of  



Loreto High School Beaufort 
School Hall 

Action Breast Cancer 
22nd April 2009 

 
Tickets €20 

Action Breast Cancer on  
Wednesday the 22nd of April 

The venue is Beaufort School Hall 
The cost is €20 

 Tickets go on sale on Friday 27th of March 
Support would be very much appreciated 

 
Reminder for 6th Year parents 

The final instalment of €112.50 for your daughter’s debs 
will be collected on Tues 29th of April at 8.30 am in the common room. 

Gladys O’Connor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Beaufort Fashion Show 
 
 

A group of 5th year students with the help and support of the Parents Association are 
holding a Fashion show on the 22nd of April in The School Hall to support a hugely 
worthy cause, Action Breast Cancer, a support and prevention programme of the Irish 

Cancer Society. 
This is Irelands leading provider of Breast Cancer information and support. Every year 
they reach over 25,000 who are concerned about breast cancer and breast health. 
They strive to ensure that everyone affected by breast cancer receives the highest 

standards of treatment, support and care. They also work to improve the quality of life 
for all those living with breast cancer. 

All of 5th year are involved in this organisation alongside a group of 6th year volunteers. 
This is a very worthy cause and tickets will be selling at €20.00. If you are 

interested in attending or if you would like to make a donation, any contribution, big or 
small, would be 
gratefully and 



enthusiastically received. 
Thank You 

The 
Fifth years 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Saint Vincent De Paul Conference 

 
The girls from the Saint Vincent De Paul took on a new project this term, with Ms. 
Donohue, the School Chaplain. The pupils co-ordinated a Fair Trade week to coincide 
with national Fair Trade week. The week was a great success, thanks to the hard work 
and enthusiasm of the gir ls from the Saint Vincent De Paul conference. During the week, 
at lunch time, there was a Fair Trade shop where pupils got the opportunity to but Fair 
Trade products, ranging from chocolate bars to juices and chocolate chip cookies. First 
years also enjoyed a PowerPoint presentation from the SVP girls on what Fair Trade is 
about. The Fair Trade week created a great awareness of where our food comes from and 
what can be done to make the world a fairer place to live. The transition years this year 
have done a great amount of work in promoting social justice in the school. Well done 
gir ls 
 

 
Sixth Years help those less fortunate in all different parts of the world 

This summer eight sixth years are taking part in international volunteer trips with the 
organisation Sli-Eile. For three weeks in July, Ruth Kelly, Lucy Foster, Roisin Hopkins, 
Emer Colreavy ( past pupil) and M s.Judge are travelling to Lusaka, Zambia to work with 
street children who are all infected with HIV AIDS. The trip is organised by Sli-Eile and 
lead by Chaplain, Niamh Donohue. Lorna Gibbs will also be travelling to Columbia to 
work with orphans in Bogota.  
In August, M aria Davis, M uireann Fanning, Michaela Perry and Shona Harding and 
Ms,O’Neil are travelling to South Africa to help build an orphanage and a school.  
Some of these sixth years have cancelled their Leaving Cert Holiday to help those less 
fortunate themselves.  
We send our prayers and best wishes to all those involved in the trips. Indeed, “Women 
in time to come will do much”….M ary Ward. I am sure M ary Ward would be immensely 
proud of the commitment these pupils have made.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



School Council Report 
 

This term the Student council has been extremely busy. 
We undertook a whole school survey to determine what changes students would like to 
see in Prize giving. The idea is to make the ceremony interesting, relevant and positive 

for everyone, 
 Not just the lucky few that get the prizes. 

We also asked students for input on changes that might be made to the school rules. 
On Sunday 8th of March Council Members spoke at Masses throughout the day and 

collected at the Church Gates for our Loreto Matunda project. Thanks to the generosity 
of the Mass going public we raised almost €5000. 

Spirit week was held from 16th – 20th of March and was by anyone’s standards a 
great success.  

We combined Seachtain na Gaeilige, Friendship Week and Africa Day added to the fun. 
Activities during the week included Radio Beaufort, Trath na Ceist, Cluichi Craicealte and 

Ceili Mor. 
A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone for their support for all our activities. 

 We look forward to a happy and productive last term. 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
Justice and Peace Report 

 
 Africa day was held with the support of the Justice and Peace committee and 

helped to raise €1000 for Sli Eile, a group that build houses and community 
Centres for impoverished African villages. 

 Emily Colgan and Julie Gilmore attended the Irish Aid Conference, Emily was 
selected as spokesperson for the group and was later interviewed on the 6 
o’clock news. 

 Beaufort welcomed two girls from the Sudan, Veronica and Pricsilla. They 
attended classes and seemed to enjoy their visit. They found Ireland very cold, 
were fascinated by the computer room and Google Earth, focusing in on the 
Sudan of course, and found our food very odd. It was lovely to put a human face 
on our fund raising efforts. 

 Karen Brady and Sophie Sabherwal were selected to represent the school at the 
Comhairle na n’Og conference on the 3rd of March where they discussed young 
peoples concerns in the modern world. This later received coverage in the national 
press. 

 Congratulations to Aisling O’Riordan and Danielle O’Brien who have been chosen 
to go on the Kenya project in June 

 12 3rd years have been chosen to go on the Niall Mellon Project in September 
and experience at 1st hand the importance of individual action. 

 
 



Cngratulations 
 

Gaisce Awards 
Twenty four 6th Years received their Gaisce Silver Awards and currently ninety 4th and 
5th Years are doing Bronze and Silver medals. Well done to all.  
 
1Q Cake sale 
1Q organised a cake sale in aid of the DSPCA after the recent disastrous fire which saw 
much of their food supply destroyed. They had the most wonderful home made cakes, 
tempting and tasty treats of all kinds and hugely popular chocolate fountainns.  
They made €450 for this very worthy cause. 
Well done to all the girls, their assistant chefs at home, and the kind people who bought 
and consumed the products with such obvious enthusiasm. 
 
2T S ponsored Silence Raises €985 for the DS PCA. 
Anyone who knows 2nd years, has ever taught a second year, or whoever was a 2nd year 
will appreciate the huge effort that went into raising money on this occasion. Silence may 
be Golden but its very hard to achieve, maintain and tolerate.  
Well done girls!  
You did very well and the DSPCA will be grateful for all your help. 
 
Mental Health Art Competition. 
Well done to Seona Giles who was a prizewinner in this National competition. 
 
Buffet Lunch for the Staff 
3Q and Ms Doyle organised a wonderful buffet lunch for the staff on Thursday 26th to 
raise €550 for Sli Eile and an orphanage in Zambia. They presented us with a wonderful 
array of salads and breads and cheeses and meats of all kinds. All very healthy! 
Unfortunately it was then ruined by the chocolate cakes, pavlovas, shortbreads, banoffi’s 
and such that the weaker amongst us could not resist. So much for my diet!!! Well done 
gir ls it was much enjoyed by all of us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The PRG 
 

P- Prayer 
 

       R- Reflection 
 

G- Group 
 
 
 
The PRG continues in school and numbers are increasing each week. The PRG gives 
pupils much needed time off the conveyer belt of life. The relaxing music and inspirational 
words mixed with soft cushions and lavender incense seems to be the right recipe to 
meet the pupil’s needs. The prayer reflection group is organised by Ms. Donohue and 
takes place every Thursday from 1.15 to 1.40 each week, new people are always 
welcome. 
 
**** Tip****The PRG can help greatly with tension and anxiety which exams can 
create 
 

Award Ceremony 
Ms. Brigid Gilligan , Dublin Diocesan Education Adviser will be visiting the school on 
Wednesday, the 1st of April to award the transition year girls of the Saint Vincent De 
Paul conference with certificates on the tremendous work they have achieved this year. 
Congratulations to all those involved! 
 
 

 
 
 

NATIONAL ENTERPRISE AWARDS 
 
 
Well done to the many students who entered the National Enterprise awards and to our prize-
winners:  
Award for Most Innovative Product at Junior Level  
Ailbhe O’Reilly & Hannah Quirke 
2nd in the Junior Competition   
Rebecca McCarthy and Jill Mac Nair and  
2nd in the Intermediate Section Elaine Egan and Ciara Dudley 
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Library Display 
          
 
Ms. Egan’s First Year English class (1S) is using the Michael Morpurgo novel 
Private Peaceful as a class text.  Their recent project work entitled Letters from 
Charlie was displayed in the library.  The book tells the story of Thomas Peaceful, 
who is looking back on his life from the trenches of World War 1.  Each girl, writing 
as Charlie Peaceful, a soldier facing execution by firing squad, composed a last 
letter home to his wife Moll.    
The following is an example of the girls’ work. 
 

 
A Letter from Charlie 

 
Dearest Molly 
How I miss you. As you will soon find out, this is my last letter to you. As I left I knew I 
would never see you r beautiful face again. How right I was. I have been sentenced to 
death for gross insubordination. I will be shot at 6.00 a.m. tomorrow morning. It is not 
as it seems. I was only disobeying orders to help Tommo. Don’t cry Moll; Tommo will 
take good care of you. He will explain everything when he returns. Tell Mother I send 
her my love. You will have to make up something for Big Joe.  He can’t find out the 
truth. It would be too upsetting. As for Baby Tommo, give ‘em hell kid, never say die! I  
want him to grow up knowing the truth about his father. I was not a coward nor a 
cheat. I did what was right. I must leave it at that.  
Always remember me Moll. I love you… 
Your loving husband, 
Charlie    (Aileen Harnett 1S)  
 

Fables 
 
Fables can be described as moral or folk tales.  These tales are often used to 
impart a message to young people.    
In Beaufort Library we have an old edition of the famous Aesop’s fables, the 
short tales that were written or recorded by the ancient Greek citizen, Aesop. 
This edition, which is held in the Reference Section of the library, was translated 



by Samuel Croxall and Roger L’Estrange, and contains a hundred and ten 
original engravings. There is an excellent preface and a short history of Aesop.  
The book is not dated, but all editions of Croxall’s are uncommon. It was 
published by Frederick Warne, probably early in the 19th century. 

    
        

We also have a copy of Aesop’s fables available for loan. This paperback edition, 
published by Wordsworth Editions in 1994, is translated by V.S . Vernon Jones, 
has an introduction by G.K. Chesterton and is illustrated by Arthur Rackham. 
We got this lovely little copy of the fables for just 2 euro in Raven Books in 
Blackrock. 

              
John Boyne’s award-winning novel is called The boy in the striped pyjamas: a 
fable.  The author explains his understanding of the term "fable" as a piece of 
fiction that contains a moral.  

 
To compose your own fable, why not try this link: 
http://www.imaginesongs.com/fablemadlib.ht ml. 

    
Two S pecial Books 

                                 
The narratives in two of the new library purchases begin in similar fashion. 
In both books the main characters are first seen in railway stations, and each 
is in a very difficult and frightening situation. 
 
I stood trembling in the dawn…gripping your book in my hands to steady 
myself. I feared the guards would guess from one look at me what I was 
hiding…I heard a voice shout. “You there!”  
The guards hastened down the track toward me.  
 
The little girl and her mother get off the train at a deserted platform in the 
middle of nowhere. The men in uniform…get off too. A tractor waits…with an 
open metal cart…the men help Mama and the little girl into the cart…turning 
away without a word. 
 
The first extract is from Letters from Rifka by Karen Hesse; the latter from 
Siberia by Ann Halam. Despite the likeness of the opening chapters, the 
stories evolve quite differently.  
Letters from Rifka draws on the real memories of a Jewish family as they flee 
from persecution in Russia in 1919 and migrate to the US. The story is told in 
the form of letters from the daughter of the family to her cousin in Russia.  
Siberia, on the other hand, is entirely imaginative. Rosita and her mother go 
to a prison but there is no high security, because there’s nowhere to escape 
to. They live in the hostile environment of a new Ice Age, and secretly 
struggle to protect the Lindquists, seeds which are the last remnants of the 



animals of the world. Although the story is an elaborate fantasy, the book 
raises important questions about the future of our environment. 

 
Both books can be highly recommended as satisfying and entertaining reads. 

 
 

History Resource         
 In  January  we  bought a copy of the book  

Our war: Ireland and the Great War/edited by Dr. John Horne.  
This book accompanies the RTE Radio 1 Thomas Davis S eries “Our War”, 
and the websites, www.rte.ie/ourwar, and www.rte.ie/libraries. 
A very useful addition to our library, it will be an excellent resource for 
Leaving Certificate students. 
Sebastian Barry writes: “This book is like an object pulled glittering not only 
from the muddy Irish trenches of long ago, but the deep black ditch of 
forgetfulness: a miracle”.  

        
Women in Irish History 
 

The National Library of Ireland has produced a manuscript guide entitled 
Women in Irish History,  the first in a series of publications, which will help 
history students make full use of the Library’s collections.  
“This is because the papers of  female political activists, authors, artists and 
other women who played an important role in various aspects of Irish history 
are distributed widely throughout the Library’s vast collections.”  
(National Library of Ireland News Number 34 Winter 2008) 
Copies of the guide may be downloaded   from: 

            
 www.nli.ie/manuscript-researchguides.aspx 
       
Recent Acquisitions  
   
A little help from my friends:  
[short stories]/compiled by Mellisa Hill. 
Dublin: Poolbeg, 2007 
Accidental friends/by Helena Pielichaty 

 Oxford: O xford University  Press, 2008 
Dragon/by Christopher Paolini 
(Inheritance series, book one) 
London: Doubleday, 2004 

 Not the end of the world/by G.  McCaughrean. 
 Oxford: O xford University  Press, 2004 

Noughts and Crosses/by Malorie Blackman.  
 - a new edition which includes the novella  

An eye for an eye.  
Paula Spencer: a novel/by Roddy Doyle 



London: Vintage, 2007 
 Letters from Rifka/by Karen Hesse 
 London: Puffin, 1993  
 The pursuit of Liberty Belle/by Amber Deckers 
 London: Orchard Books, 2008 

Siberia/by Ann Halam 
 London: Orion, 2005  

The Victorian kitchen/by Jennifer Davies 
London: BBC Books, 1989 
The book of the TV series 
What I was/by Meg Rosoff  

 London: Penguin Books, 2007 


