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  Newsletter 

 
 Dear Parents, 
Christmas is upon us and we are coming to the end of Term 1 – how time 
has f lown! September to December is always a very busy time with both 
curricular and non curricular activities. Our students are engaged in a 
multitude of activities and programmes within any one week period and it 
can be very diff icult at times to keep up with what is being accomplished 
each day. The challenge for each student is to develop a full understanding 
and appreciation of her unique gifts and talents along with a commitment 
and determination to develop these to the full.  
Students are now preparing for their Christmas exams and assessment tests 
and we encourage each girl to do her best and prepare herself  well. The 
process of organising and revising helps to develop so many organisational 
skills.  
At the request of  parents an extended school after hours study has been 
offered to 5th and 6th years from 7pm – 9pm three evenings a week. 
In January 2009 we are celebrating the 400th anniversary of the foundation 
of Mary Ward’s institute in 1609. Our planning is well underway and a 
particular highlight will be the mass on Saturday 24th in Mullingar 
Cathedral where representatives of Loreto schools will join together in 
celebration. 
Our annual carol service will take place in Rathfarnham Church on Tuesday 
Dec 16th and Fr Peter McVerry, our modern day prophet will give a 
reflection on the meaning of Christmas. This will help us all to focus on that 
true meaning, which is so often lost in the rush up to the holidays. 
I wish you all the joy and blessings of the season  

Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 

December 2008 



 
 

            The Green CommiTTee 
 
 
Dear Parents 
As a Green School we are very serious about implementing a ‘Walk to 
School Programme’, as endorsed by both the Irish Government and the EU. 
 However we are faced with an ongoing problem outside the school gates, 
where cars pull up to let students out. These cars drive up onto the pavement 
and into the cycle lane. We feel this poses a danger to the students walking 
or cycling to school and indeed to the wider public. As recently as last 
month a man was knocked off  his bike outside the school and this could have 
been your daughter. 
We have been in touch with South Dublin County Council regarding this 
issue. They informed us that it is illegal to park on the footpath or the cycle 
lane. 
We are appealing to you to take on board what we are saying and to drop 
your daughters at a safer location. A 5 minute walk would benefit them, the 
environment and ultimately the safety of the student body as a whole. 
 

Yours faithfully 
The Green Committee 

 

    OperatiOn Christmas Child 
 
Ms Walsh and her 6th Yr Religion Class collected 260 shoeboxes for 
children in war torn and impoverished countries worldwide. The 6th 
year exam class worked extremely hard to pull the whole thing 
together and we congratulate them and everyone who donated a 
shoebox. 

It is an extremely worthy cause and it’s nice to think that 260 
children will be a little happier this Christmas because of your 

efforts.  
 

 
            



              Be Water aWare 
Did -You Know..??                                            

            
 Each year more than five million people die from a 
water related diseases.                             

 A hose uses more water in one hour than the average 
family uses in a day,                                                                 
so use a bucket to wash your car! 
 Most of the people in the world must walk at least 3 
hours to fetch water                                  

 70-75% of the earth’s surface is covered with 
water. 

 43% of all the water at school is flushed down the 
toilet 

 Turning the tap off when brushing your teeth can save 
over  

   7000 litre of water per year per person 
 Having a bath uses up 100 litres whereas a 5 min 
shower uses only 50. 

 
Everything has a Water Footprint 
To Produce One cup of coffee we need 140 litres of water,  
whereas a cup of tea needs 70 litres. 
One Hamburger (150g) uses 2400 litres of water..:  
                   “Save me…. Before it’s too late...” 
Useful websites..                                                                    
www.waterfootprint.org www.taptips.ie                                                   
In consultation with the Green Committee, 2P decided to 
design eye catching posters propagating Water Awareness for 
their Action Project. These were displayed throughout the 
school. We would like to thank everyone for their support and 
encouragement during ‘Water Week’.    



      Career News 
 

We had a really worthwhile and enjoyable Careers 
Evening for 5th and 6th Year students on Thursday 20th 
November.  44 speakers (past pupils, who are in college) 
came in to talk informally about their course and college.  
They gave a personal insight into college life and the 

academic expectations of their course.  In total we had 40 
different courses represented from over 12 colleges.  It was 

an informative evening and our students each had the 
chance of chatting and asking questions to several speakers.  

A big thank you to our past pupils who gave up their time. 
 
It really is a busy time for our 6th Years, who are trying to research 
courses and make decisions. They are busy attending Open Days 
and are also working with our two guidance counsellors to figure 
out which courses they would consider applying for in January.  
The whole year group will go to UCD for their Friday afternoon 
Open Day and also to Trinity on December 10th. Many will also go 
to the DIT on Saturday 6th December Those students who are 
applying through UCAS to go to college in the UK have completed 
applications and are waiting to be called for interviews and we 
wish them every best with that.  We have had guest speakers from 
Dublin Institute of Technology, NUI Maynooth and Dublin City 
University. On Wednesday 3rd  December there will be an evening 
presentation on the CAO system for parents of 6th Year students. 
 
The 5th Years had a speaker from the Quinn School of 
Business in UCD, which outlined the options and 
courses there. The Transition Year students have also 
had a busy term with their two weeks work 
experience.  They felt they learnt a lot about those 
careers, their own interests and also about the working 
life.                                         M. O’Donoghue   



SVP 
Loreto HigH ScHooL conference 

The Transition years have been working very hard over the past number 
of months with their chaplain Ms O’Donohue. Their passion and 

enthusiasm for the work of SVP is infectious. At the moment they are 
working very hard preparing to host a party on the 6th of December for 

deprived children in our area. 
The group are inspired by the words of Gandhi,  
“Be the change you want to see in the world” 

 
PRG PRayeR Reflection GRouP 

The PRG continues to meet every Thursday during lunch time for 20 
minutes with the chaplain MS. O’Donohue. As exams approach pupils are 

really enjoying the time out for prayer and reflection. Last week 34 
pupils attended the PRG from all the different year groups. 

Over the next few weeks the PRG will focus on the true meaning of 
Christmas – putting the Christ back into Christmas. 

 
6th year Art Exhibition 

Last year the present 6th year art class took on a huge 
painting project. The theme was exotic flowers and each 
student had to paint a large painting. The results were 
amazing, so good that when Ms Cogan saw them she sent 
them off to be framed. The fruits of their labour are 
now displayed in the stairwell between the hall and the 

Mary Ward block and will remain there as part of Loreto 
Beaufort’s permanent art collection. The paintings were 
put up over the mid-term and the official opening will be 

taking place on Friday the 12th of December. These 
paintings are well worth a visit. 

 
 



 
Top Ten Tips for a Green Christmas! 

 
1. Sort out all those items that can be recycled - drinks 

cans and bottles – and put them in your green bin or bring 
them to a recycling centre.  

2. After preparing Christmas dinner, put your left over 
vegetable peelings in your compost bin. 

3. If you buy electrical goods as presents, look for items 
that run off mains electricity rather than batteries. If 
you do buy batteries, buy rechargeable batteries! 

4. When buying gifts, try to avoid items that are 
excessively packaged. 

5. Instead of using wrapping paper, try using reusable gift 
bags or boxes 

6. When doing your Christmas shopping, take a re-usable 
shopping bag with you or re-use plastic bags. 

7. Try sending e-cards this year. E-cards mean no paper at 
all but the sentiments are still there. 

8. Take old toys, gifts and clothes to a charity shop where 
they can find a good home. 

9. Recycle real Christmas trees. 
10. Make a new year’s resolution to recycle more stuff, 

more often! 
           
         Happy Christmas from  
           The Green Committee 
 

 



Our Senior A’s have got the 
season off to a great start with 
two terrific matches against St 
Macdaras and Loreto Crumlin. 
They were very close games 
and the gir ls did really  well to 
win both. They have qualified 
for the league semi-finals and 
we wish them the best of luck. 
The Senior B’s have also had a 
great start with a very exciting 
one point win over Scoil 
Chaitriona. They drew another 
game and were unlucky to lose 
a tight game to St Wolstans. 
They will now replay the drawn 
game for a place in the playoffs. 
Our junior teams were less 
lucky in their games, missing 
out on the play-offs. We hope 
for better things when the 
Championships start after 
Christmas. 
Given the bad weather and 
unplayable pitches, we were 
lucky to get so many games 
played. Unfortunately we were 
unable to find suitable pitches 
for the less experienced minors 
and their matches have not yet 
started. 
Congratulations to Susan 
Mitchell who recently joined 
the Dublin Under 16 first 
fifteen. Well done Susan.  
We appreciate the assistance of 
Ballyboden St Endas GAA 
Club who allowed us use their 
all-weather pitch, during the 
worst of the weather. 
Happy Christmas to all!! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

    
 

       
        
     

All teams competing in 
Leinster & Loreto leagues are doing 
well!  
The Senior Team were so unlucky to 
exit the senior Leinster League at the 
¼ Final stages to M ount Sackville, on 
a penalty Shoot Out. We wish all the 
gir ls well in forthcoming Cup 
competitions. 
 
We would like you, the parents, to 
become actively involved in 
encouraging your daughters to wear 
both shin pads and gum shields, 
which are mandatory at all times 
on the pitch, not just for matches. A 
gummy smile would do nothing for 
their Debs photos!!!! 
 

We must also request that the 
gir ls have their surnames printed on 
the back of their ‘hoodies’, in white 
only, by Jan. 7th. This is mandatory 
also, because of large numbers of 
‘missing’ hoodies.   

This service is freely available 
in local shopping centres and also at 
Ed S ports up in Three Rock every 
Sat and Sun where if you drop in 
your hoodie on a Saturday he will 
have it back to you the following 
Saturday.  Lots of sporty Christmas 
Presents available also.  

 
Thank you parents for all the 

lifts and we look forward to your 
continued support in the New Year! 

 
Have a very Happy Christmas!!! 
 
 

 
 
We are in the middle of 
hectic Basketball Season. 
With 13 teams 
participating this year 
there are over 150 girls 
playing basketball. That 
may well be the highest 
number participating in 
any school in the country. 
The Senior and Cadette 
teams are still very much 
in contention in their 
leagues. A special 
mention must go to the 
Cadette A and B teams 
who are both winning all 
around them. 
We have over 40 2nd years 
and 50 1st years honing 
their skills for the leagues 
which start after Xmas. All 
players are showing great 
improvement and great 
potential for the future. 
Keep up the hard work 
and training girls!  
The next Basketball Camp 
will be during the February 

Mid-Term break.  
Ask Mr Charles for forms. 

Happy Christmas !! 
 
 

Hockey BasketBall Camogie 

Sport 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations  

 
 To Barbara Crosbie on winning an Entrance Award into UCD 
 To Barbara Crosbie, Emma Gaynor and Fiona O’Toole on being 

awarded High Achievement Awards from UCD 
 To Jill Barrett, Maeve Keane, Roisin O’Connor and Lisa Morris who  

all gained Trinity Entrance awards. 
 

All the above are based on exceptional achievement in the Leaving 
Certificate.  

Well done Gir ls!!! 
 

5p Cake Sale 
Well done to Miss Maloney’s 5P’s who raised over €750 with a delicious 
cake sale. The money is for Sli Eile, a project in Zambia that helps orphaned 
children. These children have all been affected by HIV/aids in some way, 
often through the loss of one or both parents and their wider families. A 
huge thank you to the staff and students who supported this worthy cause.  
 
 
 

French Debating team 
 

Well done to  Gemma O’Byrne, Lauren McKeown, 
Olwyn Kelly and Sinead Davis 



for reaching the 3rd round of the ‘Alliance’ competition having defeated St 
Michaels. 


